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over the whole Union welcome him, and the unsophisticated
peasant enjoys his adventures as much as the eight-year-old
child. In the first year or two the sketches were woven round
books which were shown to the children. Later, plays were
specially written. There is one in which Punch sets out to visit
the new industrial towns of the Union, as well as agricultural
enterprises. He has never read a book, and has no desire to do so;
in fact he cajinot read. Because of this his journey is full of mis-
adventures. He then decides to learn reading. From books he
gains the knowledge he lacked, and his difficulties disappear. I
was told that after this performance the children flocked to the
libraries and demanded books on the various places visited by
Punch. But, however educative the purpose of this theatre may
be, the children derive great joy from the performances.
The Children's Book Museum is housed in Moscow in the same
building as the Museum of Education. This museum is unique
in that the children are told they may touch and handle every-
thing. There are exhibits dealing with the history of books, with
literature and its characters, with famous paintings, illustrations,
and so on. Each exhibit is arranged in the form of a game of
skill, calling forth activity and immediately arousing the
children's interest. When they have examined everything and
solved all the problems set, the children go into the printing
room, where they can print type and illustrations. Here, too,
interesting work is being done in lino-cuts, potato-cuts, as well
as engraving on metal and glass. Any child who is interested can
come here in his or her free time and spend two hours or so
practising these arts. There is the usual qualified person
supervising.
Naturally all these facilities are not so easily available to vil-
lages or small distant towns. The percentage of the child popula-
tion which has all these advantages is yet small, but it grows
yearly. Travelling theatres, cinemas, museums, visit as many
centres as possible. At the same time local organisations, whether
educational, co-operative, or agricultural, are encouraged to set
up permaneat cultural centres for the children. As cultural